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Recovering star offers moral support ahead of eviction re-vote 

Redgrave: My heart 
is with the travellers 


Audition for 
youth ballet 

ENGLISH Youth Ballet is 
holding auditions for The 
Nutcracker, in Benfleet on 
Wednesday, February 8. 

King John School, in 
Shipwrights Drive, will host 
the audition for 100 girls and 
boys to perform at the Cliffs 
Pavilion's in June Call 01248 
422337 for an audition pack. 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

STAGE and screen star Corin 
Redgrave today gave his ‘Tull 
support” to hundreds of ille- 
gally camped travellers facing 
a fresh vote over their eviction. 

Mr Redgrave collapsed with a 
heart attack last June at the 
Towngate Theatre in Basildon as 
he urged councillors against 
evicting travellers from the Dale 
Farm site in Crays Hill. 

Tonight, Basildon councillors 
will meet again and are expected 
to re affirm their decision to evict 
the travellers and others at 
Hovefields in Wickford. 

Speaking from, his London 
home, the star said he was still 
too ill to make the journey to 
tonight’s crunch meeting. 

He said: “I would like to be 
there, but at the moment it would 
be just too much strain. There is a 
great deal at stake. I was very sur 
prised to learn of the re-vote, but 
will be giving them full moral 
support and wish them every suc- 
cess for this meeting and their 
judicial review. My heart is very 
much with them.” 

He said: "My mind is a total 
blank about it. I have had to be 
told everything that happened. I 
do hope to resume campaigning 
and acting again, but need to take 
it very steady to recover first.” 

Mr Redgrave co-founded the 
human rights Peace and Progress 
Party with film star sister 
Vanessa, who has also been asked 
to attend tonight’s development 
control and traffic management 
committee meeting. 

Campaigner Gratton Puxon 
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was today waiting to hear if she 
would lead a planned candle-lit 
protest outside the talks. 

Hundreds look set to attend the 
meeting where councillors are 
expected to reaffirm their deci- 
sion to evict hundreds of trav- 
ellers from the camp in Oak Lane, 
Crays Hill. 

Basildon Council is re-voting 
over its decision to evict the site 
taken last June based on more up 
to date personal circumstances of 
the travellers to ensure its case is 
watertight when it goes before an 
imminent judicial review 

The meeting is in room one and 
two of the Basildon Centre from 
7.30pm. 


Stateside 
support 
from the 
Cherokee 
nation 

CHEROKEE Indians have 
added their voice to the 
campaign against evicting 
Dale Farm. 

Members of the 
Cherokee nation, whose 
warriors once fought the 
US over land rights, have e- 
mailed council chiefs 
ahead of the re-vote. 

In a letter to council 
leader Malcolm Buckley, 
Cherokee Cara Newbury, 
of Colorado, said she was 
shocked by the planned 
eviction. 

She asked: “What gives 
you the right to evict peo- 
ple from their homes?” 

She added the 300,000 
strong Cherokee nation, 
which received $15million 
in compensation for land 
losses, is ready to speak 
out in support of the 
threatened site. 

She said: “The preju- 
dices faced by travellers at 
Crays Hill are similar to 
those suffered by native 
American peoples.” 



Matt 
Love you 
always 
Hayley 
XXX 


Will 

Loving 
you is so 
easy 

jou mean 
everything 
to me 
Me| 
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